[image: ]
Fifth Class 2025/26

Dear Parent,
As we approach the end of the school year it's that time where we all try to get prepared for next year. We were delighted to see the new Free Primary School Books Programme come into effect two years ago to take the pressure off parents and allow schools the opportunity to take ownership of the collating/ordering/labelling etc.

However, with the grant, originally €96 now being reduced to €80 per child for the past two years and the increasing cost of materials, it will be a real struggle this year to try and keep the books and copies to €80 but we will be working hard to make it happen.

The €45 Photocopying, Stationery, Art Supplies and 24 hour insurance is a figure which we may have to increase slightly in the future but, for the moment, we have made enough changes to keep it at this figure.  We have put a number of measures in place to try to cut back on the amount of photocopying we produce- from both a cost point of view and as a Green School it's something we are conscious of. However, this still does not mitigate against the ever rising costs which schools have had to absorb.

As some examples-  a ream of A4 paper has increased by 43.75% in the period from December 2020 while a 1litre bottle of paint has increased by almost 20%. Consider the amount of paper and paint used throughout the school and you get an idea of how this has had a major impact on schools.

At the end of the day, we are all working together to provide the best environment for your child to flourish and grow. By offloading some of the administration costs to some grants which were received this year, including ICT and Attendance, we have been able to keep the €45 fee we had last year but with increasing costs this may not be possible every year. 

As always, we thank you for your patience and understanding on this matter.

 Photocopying and stationery- €20
Pupil Insurance- €9
Aladdin- €4
Art Materials- €12

Total €45 per child and can be made through Aladdin from July.

Thank you for your cooperation on this matter.
Stationery Requirements 
(To be bought by parents)

	Folders
	Writing
	Art and Crafts

	1x A4 Display Book with minimum 60 pockets (these are the folders with non-removable plastic pockets) 
2x A4 Document wallets / pocket folders
A3 Heavy Duty Mesh Bag
	2 pencils
1 parer, 2 erasers
2 red pens & 2 blue pens
Whiteboard markers (2 of each red, blue, green and black)
30cm ruler
Maths Set
 Calculator  – not a scientific calculator. 
	Twistables or Colouring pencils
Scissors
Glue- 2 large Pritt sticks
Basket for books and Tin Whistle


                                                                                             Please ensure your child’s name is on all their belongings
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